
HISTORY OF CAPITOL & ,:::NOWMASS CREEKS 
by CHARLES D. HART 

This area embraces the watershed of the area tributar~y to Snowm.ms 

Creek and includes the upper valley of East opri s Cree~for the a ccess 

to this locality was fr om the main Capitol Creek road1 also the residents 

therein received mail from the Watson & Snowmass post of fices and 

attended the sch ool s in the Capitol Creek Districts 6 and later 15. 

Ca.pi tol Creek is the last main tributary of Snowmass Creelt enterin t · 

the latter strea m at a poin t appr oximately one mile so uth of Snowmass 

Store & Post Office and the confluence of Snowmass Cre ek and the Roar­

in P- Fork River. Snowmass is much the l a.re-er stream Jb ut its valle y 

is narrower and consequentl y contains less arable land. This stream 

berins hi qh in the Elk Mountains , one fork flowin p· east out of Snow­

mass Lake and the sec ond or s outh fork be ginnin o- in a ~reat alpine 

park on the west side of Maroo n Bells. Its c ourse from the ju nction 

of thes e streams is about due north - be ar Creek flowin ~ from the 
(2_(!/l./ 

Paer Lakes Bas in lyin g· between Snowmass and Ca.pi tol Pea k flows in from the 

wes t as do Copper Creek and West Branch . At ihe Snowmass Falls Ran:C.h 

the stream flows ~east f or a couple of miles and is joined by the 

East Branch where it a.o-\n turns north. W st Branch flows east after 

its be .o-innino- in a s ec ond rYreat park lyin ,:r at the east base of 
ft-0,,., • 

Mt . Daly or the "Belted " . Amagnificent view of this area is obtained 

from points on the road leadin p from Hi~hway 82 to cnowmass-at ·· 

Aspen. Also fr om the divide betwe e n Owl Creek and }rush Creek on 

the county road to the same location. Another mile and a half 

north of the Eas t nowmass junction East Elk Creek flowin p- east comes 

out of Hunter Gulch and flows into the Main Stream on the old Edwin 

Powell ranch. Anoth er mile and a half downstream Wild Cat Creek 

flows in from a lar ~e basin to the east which is rimmed by shale 



mountains covered with scrub oak, pinion, service berry bushes and 

save and rabbit brush approYirnately a mile down the confluence with 

Wild Cat the main stream flows west to the point where Capitol Creek 

wnters it at about which noint it a 7 ain turns north to its mouth. 

Capitol Creek arises in a hu1/e sprinry flowin~ from the 0 ranite above 

timberline at a point approximately ?;: mile narth of Capitol Lake) 

which lies in a hu 0 -e rock-~rimmed bowl below the sheer ncrtl1 fan of 

Capitol Peak. Its course is predominately north for the first 

three miles and is joined by several small sprinc- fed streams enter­

in~ from both east and west sides. Its first tributary of consequence 

flows east out of Charity, probably Cherokee, Basin and)a short dis­

tance downstream
1
at Willow Park 1 another small eastward flowin~ 

stream comes out of Maurin Hasin. Just below Willow Park the cr•ek 

drops over Capitol Falls 
I 
a very pretty little cascade easil~r s0?en from 

the trail 1 which ascends the valley and a short walk or ride from this 

trail brinps one wither to the foot of these falls or to a point 

directly above them. Downstream another mile.Jimmy Creek enters 
/ 

from the west flowin~ out of another hich basin lyinu alon: the east 

face of a portion of those red mountains which are a part of the spur 

of Elk Mountains eY.tendinu northwest from Capitol Peak c1.nd endirv in 

Mt. ~opris. Shortly after juncture with Jimmy Creek 1 the main stream 
) 

turns to flow east to the west base of Ule Flat 1l1op, a hu,,e shalei 

mass featured by ~lant slides on its west and north sides. Gichol-­

son Creek :flowinu north from its source benea.th 

enters Capitol Cr'e_el{ around a ha.lf mile west of Flat Top. Lime 

Creek arisinP fr0m a sprinu on east side of Flat 1op, flows north 

thru the meadow of St. Benedict~ Monastary and pretty much parallels 

the course of the main stream to the point where th join about three 

and a half miJ.e& from mouth of Capitol Creek whose northward course 

2. 



tvrns east and a.oain nortb east to its .junction with :C3nowmass. 

Another smal West Elk Creek flows northward parallelin~ Capitol 

Creek and then turns east thru the meadows where Elk Creek Village 

development is takinµ place. It enters Capitol Creek approximately 

a mile above the mouth of the latter. It is to be noted that there 

are two Elk Creek> nwntioned - th(~Y are two entirely separate streams 

and were in all probability named by different individuals and at 

different times and are not to be confused as th sources and 

direction of flow are entirely different and some distance apart. 

J. 

East ~:;opris Creek is riot tri bulary at all to :=-)nowmass Creek but it 

atises in William Lake in a hirh pine rimmed basin alon° the rid«e of 

mountains south of Mt. Sopris. Its direction is ~enerallly north and 

it joins with West Sopris approximately a mile south of the Emma. School 

House and dumps over a steep bank into the Roari Fork quite near this 

post office: this mouth of the creek may also be seen from Hi 0 hway 82 

a mile or so west of Basalt and at about the west end of the curve a­

lon the shale bluff at this point. 

A • f • I ,l t • f t} f t f • . macsrn lC:Y';(t view o · , 1e pan~rama o . much of · he ··ore "j'OJ.n•) terrain 

can be obtained from the top of the Watson Divide. 'l'he road lc~adinr 

to this turns sharply Southwest off hway 82 some 200 yards west 

of old Watson) later rer1amed ·'erbazdale) and runs up the valley of a 

small stream for a distance of orie and a half miles before sharply 

ascendin°· to the pass over the divide. 'rhe panerama runs from T111t. 

Ealdv above West Villa~e of Snowmass-at-Aspen on the eastJpast 

East :::;nowmass Basin, a part of :3nowmass and Capitol PEoa.lrn and on 

alonry the ran~e endina in rut. Sopris on the west. This is truly a 

maanificent view and this route is no doubt one of the main entries 

to the Snowmass - Capitol Valleys used by the early settlers of the 

rerrion. A word of warnin~ - do not attempt this drive when roads 



are wet as both the ea s t & wes t sides can be ex tremel y s lipper y and 

this count y road is not too well maintai ned and is used sparin gl y . 

The descent is to the west and across Snowmass Creek where it joi ns 

the main road up that valle y . 

It is a well established fact that Charles Jacobs followed a few days 

later by Henry staats in 1880 located the first homesteads herein. 

Jacobs bcated on the present site of the Fred Li ght Ranch lon 3 known 

4. 

as the Li/, Box L, and Henry Staats on the present site of St. Benedict 's 

Monaster y . These sites were chosen because the y contained natural 

meadows where Slou f h Grass ~rew abundantly as a result of ~ast Sopris 

and Lime Creek overflowin ~ durin g the sprin ~ runoff of winter's snows. 

Hay harvested on these places and carried into Aspen in sacks or bales 

on burros, uenerall y referred to as jacks, was vital to the survival 

of horses, mules, and other livestock brou ght in and used by the early 

prospect ors and the merchants 1 who followed the~ and the frei r hter~ who 

b~ou ght in supplies from the east slopes of the Rockies. Other men 

soon followedJacobs and Staats and picked out their own locations. 

Included were Fred Li e ht, John White, Walter Boram, Hubert Harmon, 

Jack Hawthorne, Edwin Powell and Alexander McKenzie. Harmon, so the 

story poes, ~ave five dollars and a pair of rubber boots in pa ymenti 

to the ori ~inal locator of the claim adjoinin q Staats location. He 

was later joined b:v his sisters Ella, who became Mrs. Staat s , and 

Columbia who patented this same propert y . John R, ( Jack ) Williams 

bou ~ht up several individual homesteads be ginnin g in 1883 and establish­

ed what later became known as Williams Brothers Ranch: part of this 

property lays alon ,r- both sides of Snowmass Creek and contains the old 

lo ~ ranch house and other£ improvements and is two miles up Snowmass 

Creek fr om the Post Office. The e reater part of this ranch lies in a 

basin east of Capital Creek extendin ~ from its mouth south for a 

couple of miles. Ad joinin fT this ranch on the west were the Boram and 



White holdin: 0 f3 lc:1.ter· ovmed w. W. Williams, the old lo house on 

this 1]roper is still standin0 the much of the roof has caved in and 

doors and wimlow:=; arc➔ ·,one. This old builc'lin 1Nas typical of many in 

the area and consisted of a strin · of rooms liui1 t on to the ori ·aa1 

one room cabin and covered by a dirt roof. Its location is a bit 

over three mi1es up Capitol CreeJz from ::'.nowrnass Post Office. Other 

ranch houses havin~ the same tvpe construction were the John tewart, 

Charles ·:✓alters, and • ,J. Jacobson places and tlle Hawthorne, no bilhand 

ranch at the base of the r.reat slide on north face of F1at Top Rountain. 

These latter houses were later replaced by more modern homes except 

for the one lon occupied by the Joseph Letey family on the one time 

Robichard homestead and nqw owned by ~arold Pabst. This location is 

one and a half miles up '3nowmass Creek southeast of the forks of the 

road. The Chisholm place is on this same road and a half mile down­

stream, this propc-3rty has. Up stream are properties now owrn:,d by 

Pabst and Christeneen s, Alex and Jrnn l\,cKenz.ie settled on land a.lair 

the creek on or about November 1, 1R86 and Edwin Powell a bit later. 

Phillip and Fred Robishand deeded the land later purchased by D. w. 

Whisholm to Charles D. Walters who received a Patent for it on February 2J, 

189 5 and convei.red to D. ~·;. Ch isho.lrn on ]\;arch 12, l 901. Adj oinin' the 

Williams Bros. on the east also was the land lyin~ at the lower end 

of the ~ulch which bears his name and was patented by John Bohan on 

.Fe bruarv 2 J, 1·99 5. Dohan was buried on this property and J·ohn },, • Ni1liarn~; 

used to relate the story that the service was carried out by fohan's 

son tTack who also said in prc')parin,· thE~ rave that II it was damn hard 

diITpin~••. Any marker on this crave has lone since disappeared. This 

property was owned for many years by John Jurick, Sr. who witfu brother 

Laurents purchased it and later with his wife and family made their 

home there. Phillip Robishand sold his holdin·s to t'mmanuel and 

Joseph Letey (looks as thou~h it could be spelled Letrv - P. ·.) on 
AtE'Ust 27, 190J and Jor3eph Letey, his wife, and sons ben a.nd ·'eor,·e 



operated it for a ryreat period of time. tream were the E, 

Reeve:3 and "rover Fo1mes properties low· owned and operated by JJ, C. 

Huff and Fred '.arrnon. Further upstr1:::arn was the rrill • NcLachlin 

property and land homE::steaded by jarnes l'/,c nzie and now owned by 

Zeinler. The nowmass Falls }~anch some twelve miles upstream from / 

Snowmass store & Post Off ice was assembled b~,r Catherine J. Lindv.L· 

bir·inninrr in 189A when she acquired the claim patented on Au·ust 3, 

1997 by J. ~. Tandy. Earbir c. W. Pennells patented land downstream 

/ o. 

on January 13t 1896 and Miss Lind.vi~ acquired this place from the 

Pennell heirs on March 1, 1915 and Public Trustees Sale June 2, 1914. 

She also patented two addi·~na1 tracts, one on May 29, 1912 and a second 

on fv,ay L~, 193( c,ivin~ her a total of 640 acres. Dubbed "·I'hf, Cattle 

queen of '~nowrnass", Catherine Jensen Lindvi,:,- was a le!·end in her own 

time. Comin 7 to the UGited States in 1889 at the age of twenty five 

from her native Denmark to marry a farmer in e braska she chaw ed her 

mind on seeinv him and sizinp up the prospect of life on a prairie 

farm. She continued on west to Colorado Sprin¥s and later to Aspen. 

On arrivin~ at the~tter town she walked up Main street, picked out 

the finest lookin~ home, inquired if the occupants needed a cook and 

was emplo:ved. ter she ran a Hoardin~ Home for Miners, servin~ meals 

and preparinP lunches for some two hundred men. A delinquent board 

bill led her to acquirin1 1 r'ler orir·:Lna1 property. :=!he operated her 

ranch and livestock holdinrrs with the aid of three o1d men, Dave Adams, 

Eill r~wton, and Billy Cantley who worked for 1ittle more than room, 

board, c1othes 8: tobacco. On l\'lay 20, l 914 l\ial8 and )ophia Christiansen 

and their siKx children arrived from Denmark & 1eased some of her land 

for foilr years. Mrs. Christiansen and Eiss Lindvir were sisters, In 

the 1920 's Kate as she was known bc:;rran rentirF· houses and the Pennell 

Cabin to fisherman c~oin r to :"3nowmass La1rn some ei· ht miles 11i'rher in 

the mountains. Later she leased her property and stock to Kenneth and 



~ette Christiansen tt, tte bein her niece, and she then made her 

home with Jens and ~ladys Christiansen on the 'lendale Stock Farm and 

moved to Diec-a, Calif. in 19L1,IS where she lived to the ripe old 

ar;·e of 92 pa~rni on in 1957. ~he sold her ranch to D.R.C. Brown 

April 19, 19hJ. 

J •• Hunter filed a Declaration of Occupancy July 22, 1902 on land 

in a basin on Elk Creek some half mile upstream from the Edwin Powell 

location and several hundred feet hirher in elevation. a.nd his 

wife )\1ora, and Ernns Carroll and Peer ninched there for many years. 

i:rhis land lies above the head of the hu ~e slide wlich is easily seen 

as one ascends the road up Snowmass Creek - Peer died after contract­

in7 pneumonia while batchin° and carin~ for cattle durinIT the winter 

of l92f. J.:'iuried I\1arch 5, 1926. Peer Lakes are named :for him ar:l he 

packed :fish into that almost inaccessible basin 1:,rirv between 3nowmass 

and G:pi tol Pealrn with the aid of his trusty mule. He also entered a 

den and captured two bear cubs after seein,c ''l\iama lJear" leave and 

carried these cubs back to the ranch, where he placed them in an 

excavation intended for the basement of a new house which he and his 

father were constructinp. "Viarna" came that nite & retreived one cub. 

The other cub became a problem and was donated to a zoo in, I believe, 

Colorado Sprinrs. This place is now~ned by Dr. Harold Harvey. Jeff 

"Hunt.er for yearc.:s devoted several days spri and fall to hunti and 

shootinzy porcupines which abounded in the area and frequently filled 

the noses of curious cattle vr.iih their quills thus causin tht>. cattle 

much ducomfort and renderin them unable to rraze and caused the Hunters 

much work to ropP and throw there cattle and remove the quills, 

The Shield O Ranch lies alon~ the divide between Snowmass Creek and 

Lime Creek in a series of basins and draws and a portion of it lay 

in the head of }::ohan 'ulch. 1I1he or.L.,·inal homestead which became the 



nucleus of thif'1 ranch was :patented b:\T .Jasper F. tch karch 12, 1903, 

Ve sold this land to~. , Carr on December 24, 1906. De 'innin in 

1908 Carr, W.R. Fouti,, L. , rJ1ornpkins and vin Seaman formed the 

'~hield O Lives tock Co. and later lands W(~re pa tented by several of 

these people and land to the sou th pa tented by Wm. F. 1~a:vmonc1 and ad­

joinin0 the Hunter ranch were added to the ori inal holdin~s and com­

prised a total of some 1400 acres. Clarence Reed bouuht the Seaman 

interest February 9, 1914.Later he acquired the remainin~ interest 

and on ~arch 10, 1922 sold one half interest to JeorPe ~. Rohrbou~h 

who later acquired title to all and after his death it was sold to 

Bharles Redd and later to David and Perry Christensen. The main 

house and other ranch buildin~s were situated about a mile west of 

the main road reached by a steep Yrade which branched off just north 

of the c-~nowmass Creek near District 1 7 School Eouse. r.rrd.s ranch 

was never a true success, it broke Clarence Reed and badly bent 

Rohnbourrh and his wife. 

The first lan~ patented in the Wildcat Basin was John J, lrea 0·an 

in t~vember 1890. Fea~an transferred this property to osthener 

Joseph sancon March 2, 1891. sancon ranched there .r.~ -
1. or many 

years and on April 1, 1913 Cecil Lowderback and William F. vearyer 

purchased it, on December 3, 1919 LowclEirback boU:'ht out 11is partner 

and continued operatin'• there until 1945. The remainder of the 

Wildcat area was later prempted by James and Walter McKenzie and 

Jennie McKenzie Popir~h and Ka tie J\:clt enz ie Carroll and l1 er husband 

fit. L, Carroll. r_I1he McKenzies were children of Alex and Ann LcKenzie. 

F'rank E~ol berr' after sellin his property on Capitol CrF;ek moved to 

this area and olcated and patented another homestead. All of those 

propeties with the eYception of the Lowderback and Popish places 

were acquired by Charles Redd and served as lambinrr ~rounds for his 
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three bands of sheep, wintered in Utah, also he a herd of re ister-

ed Pereford Cattle and a dairy herd on this property chich was 

rnanaoed and operated by Lloyd rrou~h and later by i ert Ylin~ and 

wife. David and Perrv Christensen acquired these lands later. This 

area is reached via a road turnin~ east from the main Snowmass Creek 

:?.oa.d some four miles southeast of the Snowmass ,r:;tore and Post Office. 

This area was slow in bein~ developed due to lack of water which was 

later corrected construction of a ditch from East nowmass CrPek1 

a.lso a resE-:rvoir, recently enlar··ed, was built. rrhis area probably 

served as an access to the '~:nowmass valley and also Capitol Creel, 

for old roads exist leadin,:' from l\rush Creek over a divide to liildcat 

and thence down that a.rea to the draw leadin- 0 3outhwest which contains 

the Popish h&mestead and over another divide and down to the ori\inal 

hcKenzie and Powell places on _,nowmass. Also a road, quite old, 

crosses the ::;hield O and traverses the ·:outh encl of .Uohan •"ulch and 

tr1ence down to the taats place on J,ime Creek YH-?ar thi:=, 9resent location 

nedicts Monastery. 

The land at the mouth of ':nowrnass Creel{ on which the store and Post 

Office are situated and extendin~ up the creek a half mile were patented 

by John~. tewart known locally as John nry to distinuuish him from 

his ther, John tewart, who patented the land just south of John 

Henry's. 

John Henry was the first Postmaster at Snowmass at its present iliocation 

first op,ninu this office February 19, 1901. This office was situated 

in a lorr cabin alon~ the creek just up stream from its conffuuence with 

th1c, Roa.rirv Fork. 'I'he road at that time dropped into the:: creek bottom, 

passed under the Colorado Midland Trestle spannin~ the creek and cros­

sed the Roarinu Fork on a bridpe a short distance downstream and at 

a much lower elevation th:::i.n the existiw· structure. ~Tohn Hr-':nr:~· 



transferred his holdinrs to ;,;rnma Bradshaw on Ja:nuar:'/ 11, 1917. e 

or }1 is fr.J.ther carried on c1.P, Postmaster at intervals until the service 

was discontinued on January 31, 1914. Le innin~ on April S, 1914 Erra 

Mizer was appointed to the post and was succeeded on Ju~e 1g, 1916 by 

J1,maro }Jradshaw who carried on until about 1935 beiw succeeded by 

10, 

rt I~7ett, The present Postmistress is fuartha Klirncke who received 

her appointment January 5, 1974. Velda Tucker held the job for ten 

years prior to this and fa.r.-nes Jurick lkLaren occupied the position from 

1949 to 1955. 

Settlement and developement of the Capitol Cr~ek area proceeded at a 

more rapid pace than did that on '.::nowmass: the earliest location was 

that by Henr~ Staats on Lime Creek in 1880. He was a veteran of the 

Union Forces in the Civil War who prospected over a¢ wide area of 

central Colorado in the 1870's and 80s. His wwn personel story is told 

in "Aspen on The Roarinr, F'ork 11
1 the ori;o·inal by Frank Nentworth and 

a later edition by Francis T) • • 
1:1.lZZarl. An error occurs in the latter 

book wherein its stated he died on his ranch in Pitkin County. Pe 

sold or contracted to sell that property in 1909 and moved to the 

Denver area. Later he and his wife Ella 1.furmon Staats homesteaded 

on Bijan Creek south of the town of ers in Arapahoe County. She 

died at this farm on l'1:ay 4, 1921 and rm followed on Marcll 11, 1921,4,, 

Both are buried in Fairmount Cemetery in Denver. 

Locations were made in 188J by Herbert Harmon and • Clark \✓ heeler 

on ,January 22 - on th:s date also Frederick Licht filed a Declaration 

of Occupancy on t Sopris. The Jheeler entry was later transferred 

to c;aul D. -·ra;/ 8.nd by him sold to ,John N. White who with his partner 

Walter Haram developed extensive holdin~s on Capitol Creek and the 

lower area of West Elk Creek includin· the area now known as Elk 

Creek Villa~e: this area bein~ some three and a fourth miles south 
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and west of , nowmass Postoffice. It was cwned and operated for many 

yea rs by 1, W, Willia ms s on of John R. and Celia Williams who are 

mentioned as pi oneerin g· and dev elopin fi.' the ranch lands ju st east and 

north of the Boram & White hol din g:s. Hubert Harmen who was jo ined by 

his sisters Ella and Columbia in the mid 80s developed the ranch 

adj oi ninp the ori ~inal St aats Entry on the wes t and l yin g between 

Capitol Creel c and Lime Creek. This land was pa te nted by Columbia liarm on 

and transferred back to Herbert who on January 13, 1896 s old to 

Dennis Hu~rhes who in turn s ol d to Charles J. Hart on January 25, 189 7. 'rhe 

buildin gs ere ct ed on this pr op erty by Char l es Hart are sit uat ed ju st 

east of Capitol Creek five and one half miles s outhwe s t of Snowmass 

P .O. They are a l ar ~e brick hou se stan din ~ on a rise back from th e 

road and a lar ~e red barn ju st to the left as th e r oad · c r osses 

Capit ol Creek. The ori a i nal Harmon buildin ~s were sit ua t ed s ome 

half mile s out h and east of the Har t home . The ori y inal Staats home -

a lar ue lo g s tructu re was s ome half mil e east of the Har mons and 

ab out one fourth mile north and west of St. Benedicts Monaster y . 

I t is unclear when Samultl Wats on f i rst en t ered the valle y but his home 

ran ch is sit uated appr oximately fo ur miles s outh west of the Store 

and Post offic e and is entered fr om the Capit ol Creek road at the po int 

where that r oad turns s outh fr om its westward course. This pr operty 

is owned by r~eor ,cre Maurin - his father Albert havi n -:,: acq uir ed it 

from Watson on April 3 , 1919. To the land a cqui red fr om Howard 

Lup pen on July 5, 1892 Watson added land s patented by Abbie Hor i an 

and El l en Keley . These ladies had emi~rated to ~ether from Ireland 

and entered the service of i the Watson fa mil y in , I bel i eve , Kentuc ky 

and came west to Colo rad o and Aspen with the fami l y . Aunt Abbie 

Hor pan was Housekeeper of a Sam Watson a t t he ranch until his marria ge 

about 1913 and she co ntinued on after the marria p e and went to California 

with Mr. & Mrs. Wat s on af t er the sa l e of th e ranch i n 1919, Ellen 



l\eley became • J. J2cobso0 and was with her husband a lonr 

time resident of the area. Fpstream from the on place I was the 

JV aurin home place first 1oca ted by ,John Ljaurin, fa th er of Albert on 

,Julv 20, 1 RP;,G. ,Just sou th of this was the 1 • J. (Joke) Jacobs en place 

pa ternted on ,June 11,189 5. rI1he ranch house and 1mildin., s were situated 

on a mesa runninn north and south parallel to Capitol Creek on its 

west side and were reached a road leavinc· the main road at a point 

12 . 

between the road to the Honastery ::11:d the entrance to the 1.sart property. 

This ~rade ascended the mesa and continued west thru the fields 

to the west edae of the mesa and an old ~rads descended into the West 

Elk Cr:Sek V8.ll on the west. 

Fra~{ D. ~olbu~ patented land lyin alon~ Capitol Creek and up Lime 

Creek on February 5, 1906, His house lay on the West bank of Capitol 

Creek about five miles from the :::'.novrmass P.O. It was hidden from view 

of the road itself. Albert n~urin acquired this land from Salena~. 

I/orris in 1913 after she had bourht out Solbue in 1912. ~3olbu, 

moved to the Wildcat ar0~a and later died rn~rsteriously on the 1:athbone 

?anc h alon,· with 'Halter )\',cFenz :Le, Continuiiv lJ.ps tre8,rn from the harm on -

Yart place some thrt?e fourths mi1e is a placE! patented by • l:'1 , eor e, 

later sold to Kemper Dunlap, and by him to C, C, Wieben. This land 

lies chiefl~ on the west side of the creek and on the mesa south of 

the J8.cobson la.nd. Amos Harmon patented lands l.yin east of this 

latter place and south of the Columbia Harman entry, The buildin~s 

on this Amos ~armon place are not visible from the road. Just south 

of this place is one first located by John Hawthorne who was more 

prospector and miner than a rancher. He roamed the couPtry in search 

of wealth relatin·• r,tor1es of his travels includirv· a winter at Scofield 

in the head of the Crystal River and later on Porphry ~ountain to the 

south of 'T'homasvi11e on the Fryin,, Pan, elatin his early life he 

told of leavin~ home in Illinois at about ei~ht ears of a~e - crossin 
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to the Vissouri sides of the river and livin the winter out with a 

·1 ~ i"n n ca,re 8bove ·the river The next year he went on west co .. orel)_ man ,,. o, ., :: c . , , , - ·..• . 

to Abilene, Kansas ene he tended the town herd of milk cows and 

later to DocJ,,e City where he performed th(=: same task. In Dodce he knew 

tt Earp. Doc Poli t l':Iasterson and others now much chronicated 

by t.v. and other media. is portrayal of these men was much less 

flatterinJ than the usual one seen on our sets and in the movies and 

western story marrazines. Holiday who died and is buried at ,lenwood 

SprinPs he pictured as a cold blooded killer who backed 2.tt Earp up 

with a sawed off shot Pun suspended from a cord around his neck and 

covered by a 1oose fi ttinu raincoat. :t~sx:p a professional ,,ambler waf, 

little better he said, hastersen brcoin,r the best of the lot. 

At the hFJad of the Lime Creek basin is another place pa tcinted by one 

of the 1fu.crh es I sor1s and iz:,wned in later years n.t various times by 

Au-0·us t JV1ink, Fred t, J,;cJw2,rd and .John L!aurin, L. fl, 'l'ucker, Ludvi · , 

Schinhel, Carn Squires. 4ccess to this area is part the U,onastery who 

nov, ov-rn it. 

Up Capitol Creek south and west of the Amos l~r~on entry is a place 

no 1
•,, O\Nnec:i "".1,1' tl, .. e. r.1,.ober·1~ (:}1J

0

.ld!=1. 1)'1 tcq:1·ted b,,. ·ram('"' T\ rn J ' 19 , .. l ,.,_ .. '' . ,, , ,, '"• ,_o. c .. J ., t :.o L;J_ e cL1Uary , 

transferred April 25, 1906 to Lida an and she in turn sold to 

-··ertrude November 1, 1912. Up val1 and to the east and south 

is land patented to later transfered to Ludvi 

cholrrnn family moves to a hi·,h park on trJe cr.Pek bearin· 

their name and a filin 1 on forty acres was made by 11y cholseri 

on ,June 2, 190J. ,T. E, "Hud" Cl-1c)l~e.·n ·r).,"-~·-t ' tl · t ·, - . . " c, t,eri eo .ns proper v ano 

1905 

i ti, was the fami1 1.r home for many years. From here l'ud 

his business of conductin~ tours of much of the hi~h coun 

cholson be·an 

in the:, !/aroon ';nowma'.lS '//ilderness 1\r1:C:;::i_ for roups of bo:;s from the 



o area. This enterprise was conducted with an~. C. 

O:ffin,,er who si,,ned the boyf: in their home rc;.''ion ancl escorted them 

to and from '.3nowm8.f.3S lT,: ;~ai1 and accomr)anied th(~ uroup throu h the 

· t ( t '' tl · J t O J n ) One summer this rou:p i n · er • no , s u re o :c ·· :1 JJ, _ as · - v, o r c - ,: • , , 

jounneyed by horseback thru the mountains to the north and attended 

Cheyenne Frontier This enterprise can be considered the 

be inni,·y of "Dude Panchirv:,· 11 in Pitkin County. 

The icholson Boys used to construct an arbor of Aspen poles and branches 

and the entire community would ccilebrate with a picnic on Jul:r J+th. 

Each lady prepared a hu~e lunch featurin· her own specialty and these 

were laid out and shared by all in the same manner as todays Pot 

lucks. The men would rather around a ke. of beer cooled overnite in 

the rushin·, waters of the creek and after lunch an impromptu baseball 

ame rni~ht be or~anized. One of the prized possessions of the 

nicholson famil:/ was an old Victor ·rashaphone and a collection of 

cylinder records. There would be played for the ladies and children 

and the less atliletical1~, inclined men and some square dances were 

performed under the direction of John }Terman who also set up his camera 

and photo~raphed the entire ~roup, 

I.and to the east and soutl'l of the ori iaal holson entry was prompt-

ed b;/ ClaJ'.'(3DCe icholson and later by his Lro ther J"ohn who pa tented it. 

The home built for Clarence and his bride i•Jmna che1lenber.· was latc~r 

occupied bv Fal and his bride Polena 'ates r3.nd the:y l:ivE"d yf therr~ 

until January 1, 1929 when th moved with their children to Aspen, 

Hal havin~ been chozen heriff of Pitkin County in the 1928 election. 

Upstream on Capitol Creek a mile above the mouth of icholson Creek 

a filin~ was made about 1914 or 15 at a spot known locally as Sandy 

Ford by Jim Jones who relinquished his ri~ht to eor~e Jenkinsen 



and this land was later patented by Percy Jenkinson. The Jenkinson 

family occupied the log house with dirt roof for several summers and 

the younger sister Irene gave music lessons on piano and violin to 

some neighborhood youngsters. Roy and Gladys Hart were among these 

students and Roy took lessons on a violin carried over the mountains 

by Henry Staats, This instrument is still in the possession of Roy's 

daughter Sharon. +i, 

Paul Kay later acquired the Jenkinson land and patented another 640 

acres adjoining his holdings on the Byrne and Margart Kinney lands, 

Much of this last entry lay astride the divide between Capitol Creek 

and West Elk, 

The road leading to the West Elk Valley leaves the main Capitol Creek 

road at a point some three and three quarters mile southwest of 

Snowmass P.O. Another road leading to upper Elk Creek Branches off 

some six and three fourths miles from Snowmass. This road in fact is 

the chief throughofare rather than the one continuing up Capitol 

Creek to the Nicholson Area. 

The lower road to West Elk passes by the Sam Watson ranch and 

Continues west and then south up West Elle to land patented December 9 -

*In the early days on Capitol, Lime, and West Elk Creeks the 

building of a new log cabin was an occassion of great community in­

terest. First the cabin was raised with all hands assisting, then a 

house warming followed and at all these occassions Henry Staats and 
his violin were the chief source of entertainment for both singing 

and dancing. This violin went with him at all times. 



1890 by Michael IV1arron who together with his brothers David and Pete 

were in the area. This land Marron sold to Margaret L. Kinney 

J·anuary JO, 1896 and she later sold to the Shuttleworth family and it 

was the nucleus of the land owned by Harry Shuttleworth and his wife 

Susan who in later years became Mrs. G. B. Brown and who is still living 

in Denver at the ripe age of 95. The road ends at this place and on its 

progress upstream passes the site of the present Mary K. Frank ranch. 

This place was for many years the home of Leo Light and his family. 

Between the Frank and Shuttleworth ranches is the site of the McCabe 

place, patented by James McCabe on January 15, 1902 and later the home 

of John McCabe, his wife Mary, and their six children who continued to 

live there after John McCabe Sr. passed on. Below this place and adjacent 

to the Frank Headquarters is land owned by Gideon Cookman and later Joe 

Montover bought this land. He was a trader and ran a sizable herd of 

cattle there and on Forest Lands above the Nicholsons. On a mesa west 

of the Franks and situated on the divide between West Elk and East Sopris 

Creeks is theland patented by Ellen Kaley and transferred to Samuel 

Watson who in turn sold this parcel to ~~. Nakamura January 11, 1919 

and he in turn sold to Leo Light on January JO, 1926. "T" was a 

Japanese who was one of a group brought to the area by Harry Shuttleworth 

to clear land and raise potatoes. Some of this group went later to the 

Wildcat area and were associated with James McKenzie for a time. 11T11 

maintained a small herd of purebred Shorthorn Cattle along with his 

farming operation. He lived in a cabin on the McCabe place for a consi­

derable time, while renting this land and raised a big garden and assisted 

lVirs. McCabe in running her place. Upon leaving this area he went to the 

Grand Junction region and bought a tract of land and engaged in truck 

gardening. John j-urick Jr. and later Art Roberts owned this Keley place. 

Going to the upper lands in the West Elk area by the second or upper 

road, the first place is owned by Chris Wieben and he and his wife Anne 

16. 



have lived there since their marriage on January 27, 1925. '.l'his land 

was pa tented by Henry l". George who sold to Orville Ei b December 26, 1900. 

Eib later married Katie Nicholson, daughter of the W. C. Nicholsons. 

Eib and Gideon Cookman were in the area in January 1898, both being 

natives of West Virginia they were the vanquard of a host of men from that 

state who came to & lived for a time in this area. Among these was 

Burnie M Butcher who patented the land west of the Byrne - Ryan - Kay 

property and south of Eibs ranch on April 26, 1916. The land adjoining 

Butcher on the south and extending for a mile west was located by James 

Ralston and patented by Joseph Mogan who transferred it to E.W. Jewett 

a prominent grocer and meat market operator in Aspen. Title remained 

with Jewett until transferred to Charles Hart in 1929 and by him to Fred 

Hart in 1936. '11his land was occupied by the Ed Morris family and later 

by Charles Gates and family. Gates built a new log house and barn on 

this property during his tenure and piped in water from a spring some two 

hundred yards or so south and upstream along West Elk. 

'I'o the north and west of this place lying along the east side and on top 

of the mesa separating the Lvest Elk and East Sopris Watersheds is a place 

known a McCartney Mesa. 1rhis land was pa tented by Omar L. J\'IcCartney, 

a Glenwood Springs Dentist, who sold it to Isaac Campbell and Richard 

Holmes. Holmes was Campbell's father-in-law and they came from the Castle 

Rock or Franktown area of Douglas County bringing with them a fine herd 

of Registered Shorthorn cattle. These cattle were later acquired by 

W. W. Williams and sold by him to A. B. Dudley who brought the registrations 

up to date and thru the introduction of new blood built them up to their 

former degree of excellance and later sold them to Wald Brothers of 

Carbondale. Chris Wieber obtained the first of his breeding herd from 

Campbell and several cows were bought by Earl Squires, nephew o:f Burnie 

Butcher and shipped to Virginia when he and his family went there about 

1924. These cattle WBre purchased from W. W, Williams. 



South of the Mogan patent were eighty acres set aside as a ranger station 

for the U.S. Forest Service and south of that is the land patented by 

John Herman on February 6, 1923. Next on the south are eighty acres 

patented by George A. Hutchins January 1J, 1920. Hutchins was a 

former Forest Ranger on the Sopris National Forest and his wife was 

Elizabeth a sister of John Herman. When they separted she resumed 

18. 

the name of Randall, her first husband. Hutchins had originally patented 

eighty acres lying along the Gunnison River south of vITT1itewater and he later 

located and patented four hundred and eighty acres lying atop and south 

of Flat 'fop Mountain and adjoining parts of the Shield O and J. E. Hunter 

Ranches. South of the Hutchins - Randall eighty but not adjoining it are 

a hundred and sixty acres first located by Fred Hutchins, a brother of 

George. This entry was relinquished to Jacob W. Hatch and a patent to 

him was granted July 16, 1926. This concludes the list of lands lying 

along or adjacent to West Elk Creek. 

A road branching from the Capitol Creek Road come· s two miles from Snowmass 

Post Office turns west crosses the creek and leads to the Box L f}J 
or Light Ranch. This ranch contains the Charles Jacobs entry described 

as being the first location in the area: included are lands patented by 

Fred Light and other acquired by he and his wife Maggie over a period of 

time in the mid 1880°s and early 1890s. These lands are still in the 

possession of members of the Light family. Ray or "Bub" is a son of 

Leo Light and grandson of Fred and Maggie Light. 'rhese lands lie along 

East Sopris Creek and north of the Frank Ranch. Upstream from the Box L 

and extending south for a mile or more is the place owned by Ray Light 

but formerly the property of William Finley. The original patent to this 

land was granted to I'lellie McClimont, a sister of Maggie Light, on 

July 25, 1s92. 'rhe first land acquired by Mr. Pinley was a Public Trustees 

Deed dated June 20, 1901, He at one time owned lands along East Sopris 

Creek as far south as it was patented, Just south of the original 



19, 

n1 ffl/ pronert 1r is fo 

on December 24, 1900, 

~huttleworth by Orville 

f\dioini:nr> thfus and lyir· 1 south and west is the .. '.-,, 

Ni11in.m Daurherty or •:~~,pteml:Y,·r 1?, 1906, Up stream 

b 

~rr.·o•1y_1 } ~ nJ"l• r_7_•_rP_. on.0 __ ht•n,i.red a.cres o_,_atented on December 2~, 1912 _ , _1 ere pernc1.ris a 1 ___ c, . _ c , 

by Wi11iam F. 'l1aft and soon acquired by Ji'inle 17, Cps tream from this ls.nd 

h Jf ··1 or· rn re a ~~cin or ·park ouen° in the iast Sopris valley and a .. a __ - m 1 ... e _ o _ . c -"=·-,::: . . .. __ . ., , u - , - - _ 

here are lands located by Charles :Lawrence and Pa.tented by John Juricl-1: 

on June 12, 1925. A tract by miles and bounds located by Charles Jones 

and patented by • J. bruton Aurrust 25, 1925. East and south of the 

Lruton and Jurick lands were entries ty ':eor:ce Hendricks and '.:;01on 

Osr-:ood. These were patented by ,Jennie Dau,uherty on ,June l--1,, 1926 and 

the Os~ood entry at a later date by Theodore H. Karpen, ter and 

Ptilda Karpen narents of Theodore acquired the Bruton and Jurick properties 

a.nd later sold them to \Vil1iam Finley. Fe cJ.lso later acquired the 

Daurl1erv land. :::;ome distance south and west of the Eruton entry are a 

hundred and sixty acres to which patent was r•ranted to Alden Thomas Lewis, 

a former professional hobo known 1ocall;r as " orty". '.Phis land was 

n?ached by an old lOP'tinc- road leac.lin° thru the h:of'·an - LTewett - Hart 

land. This Lewis entry lay within the National Forest Boundary and 

cholson to Paul tay to Fred 

Hart to Leo LL-·ht. '':.ince it lay within the area of Leo's Forest raziw 

Perrni t it was chiefl~1 useful to him ancl }1 is son. 'rhey a.lso a~uirc'"d and 

~razed these other lands alon~ East Sopris Creek formerly owned by Finley. 

It seems worthy of note that onl-r the Lir-ht land and a small portion of 

the Williams fros, ranch and now owned by Helen o~den, dau~hter of 

W. W. Williams, are still held by descendants of the men and women who 

founded these ranches. 

Li t remain locallv. 

"J3ub" Lir-:ht and his mother Pary '~:pperson, 11J,1amie" 

eor:·e fi1aurin and family reside on thee:, old :;am 

11atson place, but the ori~inal John ~aurin homestead is part of the lands 

owned by St, Benedicts. Chris Wieber came with the family to the Capitol­

Lime Creek valley on Auril J, 1910 and is the only other true old timer 



in the valley. and Anne and their son Walter with his wife, Joyce, 

and four of their sons live on the Rib place. C, C,Wieber, Cris' father 

bou,,h t th is land ,Januarv 20, 1920 and Chris acquinid title in 1929. 

This place alonn with the Child's property lyin to the south, the Maurin 

• d ,, ·1 ·p_ r•o"Y'>_,_ ert1· er<_ ,"' .. 11.d t}1_c_ J .. avi_c·1 ,c; ()\A/t .. 1ec·J b,,_-,r Harold Fabs t holdings, 11~ht an rranL . u 0 n ' - 1 J_ 

are the only workinrr ranches remainin,_· in the whole of this ma•cnificent 

terri tor:'. 

There are lands lyinp alon~ the Roarinr Fork River both east and west 

of the Snowmass Post Office whose owners received mail at this office 

and may be classfied as tributary to the ,:;nowmass are21. To the west in 

the land now named "Lazy r1en 11
, a mobile tiome court situated alon 

A bi" lo 0 house and a barn just east of this court were built by Alex 

and Louisa Bionez 1Nho acquired their holdiri 0 s I'iarch 31, 1917. 'rhesG 

lands werG patented bv Etienne Arlaney on June 23, 1898, I.larch 2J, 1901, 

and I'ilarch 22, 190{. .Etienne Arbaney was tl1 e father of 1__1,rner:1 and Alex 

Arbane;.1 - Emer_v livinr for ;rears and farrninJ on lands east across the 

Frvin,,· Pan ?iver from hasal t. .Alex lived for many years on lands to be 

described later and moved to the Carbondale area after sellin° to Eli 

Cerise. ~ost of the arable land on the onaz ranch is on the north side 

20. 

o:f the Roarin' Fork River and the ori 0 inal Arbaney buildin°s were rJi tuated 

in that location near the mouth of onl~ of the draws openi n, out of the 

red hills to the north. A cloudburst in the mid 1920s destroyed these 

huildin,s and it waE then that the Bionez family built anew alonr: the 

7ri~hway S2. The old road in this territory was alonP the base of these 

red hills and emerPed from them to the Basalt School and cement brid~e, 

still standin°, where it entered the town itself. 

:~st, upstream on the Roarin~ Fork and on its north side are the nds 

patented by John Wheatley on July 15, 1894 later transferred by him to 



his son. William, on February A, 1923 and him to urent ey on 

Jti 2, 1930. The railroad sidinc tes and tockyards and the old brick 

school buildina of District 2, known locally as the Wheatley chool are 

located on this property. At the mouth of Wheatley 'ulch on the west 

end of this land is the Wheatley Family Cernetary. Continui east are 

U1e lands natented b;v •;irnon 

by Horace ravin on 22, 1999, obin Osaood on 22, 1899, Os ood 

sold to ~avin on December 12 1 1899 and ~avin in turn deeded this ent1~ to 

,J. N. Fe nry on April 1Jr, 1900 and sold his own pa tented land to ::renry on 

April h, 1902. Charles Case natented 116 acres lyinu on both sides of 
·'- - '~ ,_ 

the river also on May 22, 1899. Further east and back from the river at 

th0" mouth of A:cbaney '-ulch are lands deeded b~r Nilliam Do bsen to Alex 

Arbaney on ,Januar,\ 1 12, 1909. Mr. Arba.ney later pa t(c,nted additional lands 

and sold all of these to i Cerise on January 2R, 1929. wt Henry had 

sold his holdin~s to i Cerise and Alex Foupnier sometime prior to 191J. 

FouPnier died soon after and Eli Cerise acquired full title from Adrienne 

Foupnier on February 24, 1917. Charles Case sold to rise on Aurrust 27, 

1920. &r. Case had a larITe patch of raspberries and when these where 

rir, 1e housevvives from Capitol Creek, '~nowmass Creek & the 'i!ood,v Creek 

area used to drive a team and lirrht wapon often accompanied by their 

families to this farm and picked the fruit. Fortunately Kr, Case 

didn't wei.r•h little boJs 8: n·irls in and out on these occassions ch.s.r nr 

only for the berries in the various buckets and pans in which the ladies 

and their helpers (?) ~athered them, 

21. 

UJY3tream and astride of tho Roarin:-,- Fork is the land owned by Con illips. 

This was patented by Joseph Diernoz on February 21, 1923 and acquired by 

Phillips from E. L. Pai~e of Aspen October 13 1 1941, These lands are 

now occupied bv the Phillips Cabh1s 8- mobile home court. 



In more r'ecent :years ,John :-r, and J1'' nes ,Turick Laxen acquired a tract 

of land from thr-:: P2 perhaps a mile east 

of the store and post office and built their home and lived there; A 0 nes 

·1"' t · .i "t ,~"'c1vrr1a~s -f1~om 1 9L10 to 1955 This tract was aco_uired was r·os mis t~ress o, :-u J, . --•-•- -- _ -- ~ r7 • j 

The search for native hay meadows havin~ been the primary incentive to 

settle the lands it was only natural that the earl,, settlers heared their 

operations to the supnlvin~ of feed, both hav and Prain, principally 

22, 

oats for the horses and mules used by the frei~hters to supply the mininP 

reaions, both local and more distant such as Leadville with food, machinery 

powder and all of the other necessities of life. They also turned to 

the raisin~ of horses for sale to frei~hters and loT~ers and to supply 

their own and nei~hbors needs for their operations. Meat beinc a prime 

requisite of life too tl1e:' rJe"an to raise cattle. C:arl:v ranchers who 

enraaed in these operations were Fred Lirrht, John R, Williams, ioram 

8: White, Feei:ie and L, R. 1J1ucker, 11enr,1,r 0:;Taats the:? Ha,rrnon Lrothers, 

~erbert and Amos and later the people who followed adopted the same methods. 

~ome also raised a few hors, milked cows and churned butter and made 

weekly or biweekly trips to Aspen with butter, e~ITs in season, and both 

beef and pork. ~orne of these products were sold to ,·rocers and markets, 

others sold directly to private customers. It was a lona and arduous 

trip by sprin()' \11ac,·on or li,,ht sleic,}, pulled b,,r a team of horses and a 

distance of fort,_,, miles or more n
1

_ lus the route-:: in '\ST er1 11 c d ·1 c, _,1 • i as ,overe anc. 

if made in one day it entailed an early start and a late finish, 

Ituc1, of the~ ha:r not consumed b~1 the owners stock, al:30 the bulk of the 

oats produced were sold. TKe hay baled and oats ba~·ped were hauled to 

the Colorado Lidland at 'cnowmafrn or the . &. n. 'i. at :~ose si tua tr:jd 

north acro::::,s the Po8.rinr- Fork from Snov1m1c=i.rc;s and from these~ vvent to 

rn2.rket. ome of thc~se products were of course ha.uled into Jrnpen but the 



2 J. 

bicr est part of that market was filled from the Brush Creek valley and 

places nearer the town. L(Jadville with i tf3 'Teat numbers of teams haul in-, 

ore from its Mines to the smelters was one of the principal markets for 

triose yroducts. 

e innin~ about 1912 a demand for potatoes spurred the production of 

t !1 tl • t,· es· of' 11 
d,cc ·.1)UO', Q,'." vas qua. · - - .. . - in t:he entire F'oarin Forh: Va1ley and its tri-

butaries. Potatoes raised in tlrn ·-;novrmass and Capitol Creek areas werE: 

~ood but not up to the quality of the tubers produced principally on 

the north sides of the Roarin~ Fork where the soil was more sandy and 

better drained. This was especially true of the spuds produced on the 

red soil runninr,: east from Basalt toward '//oodv Creek e:i: tendin° thru a 

part of the Alex Arbaney land. In later years these red soil spuds 

brouuht from 251 to 50 or 60~ more per hundred than did those produced 

in other areas and this spread in price assured the few producers of 

U1e red soil varietv a profit wriile U1e others were often lucky to 

break even on production costs, The bi boom in this potato production 

cortinued durin the years of ~orld War I and up until about 1921. 

After that it W8.s a hit ::J.nd miss affair with a £'.,ood price and demand occur-

inrc about every third year. l'arr 1 of the srna11 er ranches be~ an to fc:1.il 

atout this time and the production of livestock beciune more and more vital 

to a continuinr and sucessfull ranchinr operation. Where the raisin' 

of ore or two car loads of potatoes had assured a man and his family of 

a li vinu this now wafC; no loncrer true. r.rany turned to the milkine of 

cows and sale of cream to creameries as far distant as Leatrice, Iebrasl,a 

for their livelihood or a bir supplement to other sources, Cream was ship­

ned in five and ten pallon cans from Rose to outlets from Carbondale 

and -·1enwooc'l '>11rin, s to "iebraska, These cans v,ere transported to the 

railroad various modes of transportation ran~in~ from a saddle horse 

or ·9ack animal, a wa;:, on or s1 ed in winter to the autorno bile and tri e 

1'Cre"'rn C''1e1:}rcc 11 '. h' · . · 1 t · · .. 
- Q 1 -J~o wn1c. drr1vec JY mail were a ureat source of providinrr 



the necessities of life many of which could not be produced in these hi 

valleys. 

The advent of the automobile and truck destroyed the market for baled hay 

and oats to a lar~e degree and also sharply curtailed the demand for 

draft horses thus shuttinrr off another source of revenue for many. Too 

the cattle mr1rket slumpc'"d badly about the same time the demand for potatoes 

declined and hard times for many ensued from this also, Sheep had not 

been produced in lar~e numbers in these valleys and aside from a flock 

ovmecl by •'idand "tTouce" Cootmnn which may havE:? run as hi,-"11 as three 

hundred breedin~ ewes and later a flock of about the same size owned by 

Albert I.Iaurin were the only herds in the area afdde from a small farm flock 

owned by G. C. eber on Capitol Creek and another by F~ed and Jennie 

Popish on Wildcat. For A number of years larye flocks of sheep had been 

pastured on Forest :'ervice Lands hiuh in the Frvin - Pan watersrwd but it 

wasn't until the :rears followin::- World War I that these :flocks which 

wintered on the Public Domain in the extreme Western Colorado and the 

Eastern Utah Desert be~an operatins in the upper Roarinr' Fork area and 

in the '~'.noiVTfl8.SS Creek dr:::linace. The Lac:;al Land and Liv(~stock Company was 

owned the dd family and headquartered at LaSal, Utah: in earlier years 

the ~imos Mr. Redd had "razed several herds of sheep in the ·ellars -

Iranhoe area hi«h in the n draina~e: after the demise of the 

Colorado fiiid1:rnd ilroad this area was so remote that it was no lonITer 

easi1~ reached and these sheep were sent to Forest Allotsments in the 

ec.nowmass watershed. Followinc- the older Lr. Redd's passin,-· the over-all 

manaPement of these operations was handled~' one of his sons, Charles 

nedd who became a well known fiFure in the Snowmass - Wildcat area, and 

later was President of tional Wool1/rowers and known equally well in 

Foston, the chief wool market and in Washin< 0 ton D. C, I/hen Forest Service 

e:-n,1lationf,; n~-'arcl:i.rv-- the 'Tazing of livestock on their lands were amend­

ed to require thEi ownership of "Commensurate Property" ;:c3.s a prerequisite 



to securin~ a •razinr permit Charles Redd purchased the property on ld 

Cat owned by l\. L. & Kc1.tie 

lands were used as lambin rrrounds and holdinIT areas for the bands of 

ewes and lamhs 11ntil the Forest Lands pennitted entry usually about June 16 

,.:i 1 t r tc) ,Tune 20th or ,Tul,i.r 1st. After cl. r:·ummer of r•razin In the }ii h a.nu . .,a· e 

al-pine E,.rc.::;e:lf3 of st & 'lie::.: t ~,nowmac::;s, 'Nill ow Crec°'k, ;.1,nd the ma.in ·:)nowmass 

these bands were returned to Wild Cat, the lambs shipped a.st to market 

and the ewes after a short • . .'.1 perJ.oo were returned to the Desert. 

iJhE)rc,p were unloadc.::;1l in Niay at Bates pur near the old .Vheatley ;choo1 and 

shipped out in late 8eptember or up until mid-October from the same 

stockyards. I~Sal, the Redd Headquarters is located south of Koab, lJtah. 

tensive operations in both sheep and cattle were carried on from there 

ar:-: well DY banldnr: and mercantile entnrprises, a.nd an a.utomobile cl." ency. 

Charles Redd later acquired the heild O Lands as well as a {ract or 

two on '~:nowmasr::; Creek adjoininr the 1Hild Cat 1,:=i.nds. 

'Fhe r,:ational 11oldin-,- Company, a su1xddar:r of th(~ First rational Lan};: of 

Price, Utr:i.h were a1 so active in th(:! area - tJwy acquired t}H: old if' nr,11 ta.a ts 

lands on Lime Creek, now the site of st. Benedict's Monastery and used 

this as a lambinr· ~round with leases from near~r tracts for a band of 

sheeo. Trie•r also owned trw 1FJ.nds alon•F L!aroon Crc~ek whc~re the Hi.' hland 

Ski Area is headquartered and other properties on trunter Creek northeast 

of Aspen: Three bands of sheep owned by this company and leased to the 

Cnuetc1·1et i:lroth~Jrs, ,Jack, I'ete, and l'rarten were shipped to wer,.~ sh.1pped 

to either tes or As·oen in h.a.y c1ftE;r shc=;arin,s c:rnd Jambed on thestj places, 

·ra.zec1 J.n Lincoln ~·ulch ancl tlrn rizzly arfia on the upper Poarin.,, ,;Fork 

and returned to Cisco or Thompson 3prin~s, Utah for winterin on the desert. 

Later tional Holdin · Co. sold the l,irne Crr.:=;ek <J.nd Jv:aroon Creek ranche:::i to 

J'.,e cham and of F,1nk:=;v:i11,':, Utah who had operated for years as 
11 1rraml) eepmen 11 razin.c thr~ir h 1.::;rds on Public i.,,=i.nd wherever availab.le. 

They in turn sold the Lime Creek band tow. ~. Lemay an~ he to the ~onastry. 



About :L C??L~ Ch'arl es :' avi :n vra::1 orJera ti nc, e a.,nd 

i Tow are situated - the ranch build 

on the north ~"ide of Fi 02 near the present Tennis Courts, 'avin 

a sori of Horace ·:avin pion<=;er rancher & horseman secured a permit for a 

band of f3heicrp on ''.mu_,-,, ler l',1ountain from here eYpanded his operations 

eventually ownin~ the Browster holdin~s on nowmass Creek which included 

thf~ Alex l\"cKenzie, Edwin Powell, and Lach1an patents. 

A. • Dudl had come from the upper reaches of the Shenandoah Valley 

near ~taunton in Vir~inia and leased the ~huttleworth land on West Elk, 

in 1924. TTe soon acquired a small herd of sheep which he ~razed on 

these lands and later traded these animals tow. w. Williams for the pure-

d orthorns, the descendant:3 o:f the herd brou.cht from ea,stern Colorado 

by 8,ac Campbe11, 'Nill:Lams in turn relinquished his permit to ,-raze 

cattle on Forest lands and in return received a permit to run a herd of 

one thou lliams e in arid in ,Jimmv Creek. J\1i:i,urin 

and Cherokee, ( Chari ) sins and the very head of to1 Creek, In 

addition to his lewd alone Capitol Creeli and ',vr:::c;t ;,;]Jc he 1Jurchasec1 the 

Jacob atch paten-t and used tl1is as a holdin~ area before rnovin• on to the 

Forest. fli :~ brother:::; <John L;. . Williams followed his lead in 

2t, 

excr, inP their cattle permit for a she permit on Wrst ~nowmass and Copper 

Cre c:; , . .., . This was done a year or two ter J. N. Jilliams set the precedent, 

pro so PrecJ t, Albert Vaurin, and Paul 

exchan, ed their cattle perrni h; for a1lo tments on anc}1 e e 

beautiful ::-;tream }1as its ori in in Avalanche eat tlle base of ito1 

on i 

of opris 

northwf"st shoulder and flows north and 2_ hit we:,ot to the se 

on the peaks west side ere 

stal River. V0rv little land was ever 

he flows into the 

tented in this valley no 

farrninc or allied operations were ever developed, These bands of eep 

were crossed over t o:f' runnin northwest 

from Cr1pi tol was almost vir in 



\.'TrH'.'.)n opened for these :::dwr?p perrni tP r18vinr bcoen fir::=i t vj,r::;j_ ted l)y the 

r18vden '""'.urvc~v inc· Partv in 1871-7L1- and only visited b;v a few prosf)F!C tors 

and c1n occasf~iona.1 huntinP- nart:11 later. Land hacl bc:oen located at DoolA~; 

Park about midwr-1y b<c?tween the mouth of the creel, ancl AvaJ;:i.nche Lake 

hut never patented tho the remains df an olrl cabin were there and traces 

of an old ditch could be found. A man named Clark Edward had a location 

south of bulldon· Crc:cek and site of the present upper F'orest Camprrouncl 

and other lands nearer the mouth of the creek were patented but never 

developed and later reacquired by the Forest Service, Ralph l,eonhardv 

and Freeman James, youna residents of the Carbondale area built a cabin 

at Doolev Park in October 1931 and later in company with iwart Jacobs, 

a cowr:,o:v and onfc tinw rider for the ! ox L occupied this ca,r)in dur.inrr the 

winter of 1931-'32 tn-:i.ppirw marten and leavin, in lv,arch when the dan.c,er 

of snow slides became serious. In the ensuinr years Fred Hart and his 

sons and herderr, u:=1(-:!d it as cl. tempor11r: 11 base for a camp while in the 

' area and to stor~ salt. 

Boward ~helhanser first leased and later boucrht the lands patented hy 

Amos }1armon, .burnit~ Lutch<::::r, ancl O. L, fr,cC;::i_rtney and hE-J too went in to 

the rt:d.sin,- of shec-,p and r-razinr of thern on Forest Lands. [',nly Charli::::s 

-:avin of the local ranchers 1vinte1_·-·ed. '1·11_·_,::1 c•heer 0•1 t}1, " ,_ :J • J , _ _ __ " ,.,,,, -~ • • .f_.J , ., r:-, o es(:; r L, as r :1 c 

Pedd and tion;:-1J. Holdinr Compan;vD. 'rhe other ranche:rs wintered on their 

own lands or whcff·e they purchased c:J.ddi tional hav and par,ture to supple­

ment their supplies, 

L;:1_tt"?r the W. W. '//i1liams on Capitol Cre0Jr 8.nd the '''hutt1eworth - Lrow.n 

,snd ,John 1:!ilson ho1dirY·s on /lest Elk 8nd T~ast opri:3, ;-=ind the.~. c. 

J,oud i3rbacl<: ranch on iiilcka t wcn:"'e ;1 cqui red by ,J, }:lurton 11u tt10:,, a Utah 

,·,heepman and -,r8.nd ,June tion resident - the \/.i.Jliarns J ro ther;=, land in 

the main bv Harold Pabt; t, the i?f~dd holdiw,s ~1.nd th€::,sE~ of lJa vici, 

Lamay ;:me) :~ons a.cquired first the 



.Fred Har:t 11roperties <J.nd 1a ter acquired the old '; tn.ats hu,ds, the C. C. 

all of the::;c~ land:::; to :;t. LAnedictc. Tiu? land~; acquire:~d by :)helriamer 

also were bou~ht up and incoruorated into the lfonastery lands as were 

a half section patc::;nted by Jesse ~>taton which lied north of the ' taatc, 

In retrospect it can only be ima ined what hard unremittin° toil went 

into the clearin of much of these lands and the layin~ out and construction 

of the ditches which conveyed the essential water. 

the orevailinc cover it could be kil1ecl bv w:::3.terin, and the dead brush 

cleared by dra,".r,in but on the lands covered by ,Tackoah, ChoJrncher , and 

Serviceberry bushes these had to be ~rubbed by hand with a pruLDin 

or crutihin~ the stumps. There were also areas covered with Jreat 

qua:ntiec-, of .rocks o:f ,ill s.1zed - the smaller stonei:'i wer0~ a thered on 

c::toneboats or clraos and thrown intq piles I the bi boulders hc,.d to be 

blasted ancl the pieces then hauled away with the smaller rocks. Roads 

and fences had to be constructed achieved by manual 

labor. Durable fence posts were mainly of scrub cedar or pinion secured 

from the Lirht and •··· 1·1. i't.l. .. J.ams Hills and the Red HilJ.s north of the ?oarinr 

llhere ~vn.ilahle name extra lar~e Jackoak were used, Aspen 

were used but soon rolled out and were considered only for temporary 

use, ~oads were laid out and linked the valleys to:ether but were almost 

1mpassaL1(➔ in f.;",rin, when the snow me1tcc,d and frost came out of the rrounrJ. 

These roads were moved from time to time until the present ones were 

estat:ilishecl and r,radua,lly irnprovc➔ d. 'l'he County Commissioners appointed 

a local rancher as Road Overseer in a specified area and furnjshed a 

r-rader to smooth the :::_::prin, ruts and clear ditches for draina· r? on the 

requir<:'lc'l - one ;:rn driver ancl the other to mc1nipu1ate the Jar t?r ~<?a.r which 



anc3 ,,ettin of the lJlade, In thE? Ea:cl\.r ;,,_nd mid 1920cc, when r1 utomobi1es 

were comin1 into more common use it was an estahlished nractice on 

Capitan Creek and the connectin~ areas for the men to set ~side thre 

::-::;r::ction of road. J;j_n rocks in thr=: cc,ntcir or c1of,e beside the road were 

tl asted, drainaje was improved and in some cases c1Jrves were strainhtened 

and clips elimotc:?d, IV, W. V✓illianrn, Charles Hart, a.nd Jat0)r Charles 

·ates and Clarence Reed were Road Overseers, no doubt others preceded 

them. 

Ranch houses, barns, and sheds and corrals were first constructed of 

loPs and noles cut and hauled from the nearby mountains with their 

Spruce Forests. Very few of these ori~inal buildin~s now stand -

eYceutions ;-:i.re thE, old Joe; house on the~ former >'lilliams i::ros. propert:y 

alonp ~nowmass CrAek abo11t two miles south and east of the Post office 

l .uOX L ranch. homes still standin~ were built by }~ed Li~ht 

on the Do:x L and ':;cun Wat,-3on on the prope:r·t,v now owned by - 0or.'e J. aurin 

and b\1 Loweerback on Wild Cat. 

constructed about 1907 anrl later a bi~ red barn was built on the bank 

~onastery prior to the erection of its own new structure. Chris and 

Anne Wieben have a new home as does their son on theri property and the 

Childs c:rnd Frank ranches have new homr::s on tl:1em. i',:::i.ny of theolc1 ori,·ina.1 

r;tructlrt'fJS were dc:r01tro,red by fire. - the 1~1.test on12 beirw the old ,idwin 

rowel1 pLlce on ,,nowinr,'cl8. Ahout 1910 a modern home wacc; Lui1 t on the old 

f';j c }1r1 el r.:arron pat cont b_v -;usan and '.a.rry c;hu ttleworth and her fa thE:r 

and lon time resident of fissouri. This beautifuJ. frame structure 



WcU3 c1cstroyed by fire in the early 1930:c; a.nd rl:::,placed by ,:i smr1.ll lo· 

f~tructure occu:oied for r:evern,1 ve,:1.r:3 bv ,John iiilfH.Hl a. nephew of ltrs. 

Jrn ttleworth, later i,;rs. • J;. i;rov,rn of Aspen. 

Fousef~ ra.ised in thefl(~ valleys were of several stra.inr:; but preferencRs 

for draft stock went to the Percheror1 breed. These were spirited animals 

quick in thEir movements and WE:?11 suited :for enerc1l rancl1 work and could 

rnove riur1t a.lonr when hi tclrnd to 1i···ht WDFons or slecJ.ri on trips to and 

from town. ~he prevailin 7 color was tlack or dark brown tho occassional 

c re:,; or bay animals resul tr~d. 'rhet 2,r:, ar 1hnalr, weir, hted from J.11, 50 to l '?00 

pounds and were smaller and moved at a more rapid ~ait than the more 

Donderous f:elr,ian breed introduced and bred b,1,1 J. n. urunton on his -,len­

dale ':'.tock: Farm. Three outstandirw stallions were Jericho, owned by 

Charles }~rt, PirHte by a company of ranchers but stood at the W, W. 

}/illiams place, and J3ri11iant ownr:?.d e.nd used in stud by ~fames tell,1,, 

of Aspen whose custom it was to travel to the various parts of this area 

drivinu this horse and a lar'e ninto hitched to a l:i.' 0 ht W8/'0n, l\e11y, 

somctimc,s referred to a::, "Horse 'rl"d.ef 11 frcc;quent1y led other oJ' his 

animals for he was a horse trader and at one tJ.me had quite a herd of 

horses of various sexe □ and are runnin· free in the public domain areas 

of ':•iild Cat, ifa \%Jf-., 11ot alwa; 1 s a welcome-:? · uerd; in. th(~ homes and 8.t 

the" tables o:f th8 V8_riou'.'i ra:ncl1e~-:; lw visited on his travelFi for }1-hi 

person and clothes W8re often in need of 'encrous appljcatios of soap 

and water. 

book or periodical wj.th the reins wrapped around a le· or the brake staff 

while➔ his team rnoV(0;d ,1,lon! at a lE'ir·1JreJ:1i "ait. 

A principal source; of rid in· r~tock was the cli':Hna1i~:; :r·aisc0d b:s, Fred L:i., lit 

:1nd 18.tt=:r his ~:rnns, Leo :,.nd .F'red Jr, callocl Frit7,, on the r:ox Land 

wr-iicl1 ran, eel on their 1arids on Jj_, ht Hill ;::1.nd ,::i.d,joinin, public domfJJ.n. 

'l1 hesc, were hor:::;es wei, }1irv frmn 900 to 1200 pounds, a,·ile, inte11j ·c3 nt 
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7 J t 1 · c , ·110 rc.o r,r,1 ___ .-,,_,;,::-;_"_',--' '1··Jroncor:, wen? o:f var-,irci v,1ber1 tr:J.ined e:-cP_.en; wor(;1n•" ,o.v 1 •->'!"/• •- -

· .,.. · ·1 l ·ion·, 1verP intr·oduc,~d nd ran_- ed iou:::; ln•epc'l:c~ ~ind 1.n lriter ye,ar, 0
: Ji.or "!H1 :::-q;a _ c,, , -, . 

with the brood ma.res. 

~ 1 -.K~ __ ·_v and his wife Iouisa bou~ht an Arabian stallion and produced some 1·::iJJ __ , C, 

fine ridin, Htock on their pL,.Cf; now the Child propertv in the 19J0s! 

house _wife preferrin, to work outside and was an accompJ.ished rider 

:1.nd r1andlnc of ranch wo~rJ< :1.nimals ancJ abso1utely wihout ff)ar. 

'rhe first herds of ran•e cattle were nondescript anirr~ls but after 1900 

oocl Hereford Cullfi be an to be introduced and .L-1.ter many of the~ 

ranchers used ~horthorn sires from the Campbell herd and that of his 

but the c:horthorns w0n'! 1ar •0r ~rn t'nat both t~rpw~ brou :ht about thr, 

Lowder1 18.ck ran thE) 1ar· er herds thru the vears. 

The rawe she0p were principally Rambouillet ewes or a cross of this 

a.no Co1umbi8 for a ,,ood production of wool. 1
[

1hr=:E1c0 ewes were hrNl to 

r:ampf::ihire or ':.uffoll<: r8.m:::;, 'OOd nwa.t proc'lucerp bvt weak on wool, and the 

JL 

resu1tin• lambs v,1en! of e,:cellent meat qual:Lt:v. IPhe lambs producE--,d in tlw 

rwrEis ,.r::i7,in·· on the h:ic,·h rnountaiPe of cr:rntraJ. Co1ora(10 from the Nyornin·, 

border south to rew Mexico on Forest Lands were assured of top price in 

the markets in Denver, Omaha, and Kansas City for after sales in these 

mar Jee ts the 11 were r~hinoed to th0') ;,;as t Co8.s t, -i;:irinci pal demand w;:,_r, there, 

for :c;la1.1 •chter ancl clic1 not loose their "bloom" or quali tv f;nroutrc!. rrhere 

wc➔ r(:>: a minimum of smn11 or fef,der ] ambs in thE::t,f" floc1nc; which would 

require rnon°~ time and concentrated fei::1 d for finir.ohin- • J,aml),,, born in 

1atE:-, April and thruou t J\',,;1 cam(", off th,~ hi h p;.1s tures in early or mid -



The people who resided in these areas had a record of stability and in 

rnofo t cases livc~d and ranched on their lands for ci :Lon cont.i nuour:, period, 

tliru 1q~~'?. 'l'he fi;cJ,enzies too rernainc,c1 in the nowrnass ·- 'i/i1c1 Cat ;,1,:rea 

as did ,T. L. Hunter s,r1d Catlwrine Lindvi.r,. A:ftr~r HE';nry and i';lla :;;taats 

sold tr1eir hi.nds a succession of renters» tenants of L. :~. I'ucKer » 

carnr'? to the~ vallc~:/ and two of these~ remained for considerable~ periods 

of time. First was C. C. Wieben, father of Chris, who with his family 

ca.me in 1910, h(c, purcr 1as ed the ranch ups tn:am from tht! Hart property 

from Fernpr~r Dunlap and Cr1arles ''ates and family moved to the '.taats -

'I'ucker lands, they were followed by Ludwi,, '~chinkel and family I and thE~V 

in tur·n by ,J. C. Carpenter and his farn.ily, followed by eor, c,: 'I'L 1er 

and his bride. Schinkel bou~ht the property directly south of the taats 

and then for yt,a:rs vrorkt'd for 'ili11iarns I:roc:i. He L:iter 1Norked as a 

ridE:l' for the Castle. CreEd{ Pool 1:1.virv, on thr:ir upper "Cow Camp" 

8.d ;joininn· the r•;lk I','ount,;1,in f?arich, later inherited a r:ub~;tantial fortunro 

herd of cows before the decline in the potato market and prices in 

'(~ner;:1,l forcf;d }1irn out. Claus 1Nieben ca.rriEicJ 011 h.i.s opr,rationr; until 

;.., ttAmptec1 to carr.'; on but :i. t was too muc l1 and they too were fore Eid to 

!<'•'WV<'". As mentionHd :prffviously 0rvl11 },;j_ b and 1 'ideon Cook1mu1 wr,re t}1t:) 

vaan UcJ.rcJ of a. numhc~r of :roun, men who came to the Hf'<?a from Nest ir ,1.n.L;: 

·,·.') Y.' 0 ·1·11, J'_ 1··1. 0 r' ~. '
11'. :.,. m. 0 ". ·1 C' J,,I'}, ~ ... 'J·n \'! ('' ·.14 ,c, ·.·'· \ l -.~_ 'r.1 J. c.,. ' 1 J ( h h . l ' l . . .. "',, ,, , , •·a "-.• .{'. _l DXG.:,.1:?r, J.[3 nep1ew ,,,ar .. :qU,lJ'.'(?[:; •NhO 

ancl fj_naJ.1.v \Vi.lJ iarns fr·os 0 
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n ° · 1• l J_for_· several ,.,ears for FYed ,,,arn ,quires wor·r,:ec -- t, leased the old Amos 

0rtrmon lands from J, .~. Outcalt who with his farnily }1ac1 farn1ed these for 

·1 ]· "' ) c_1_ <"-,._'.7 i'_ r11· _ 1-·1,_,_c--_-",-1~_ .'1 __ c··. e. -.~-' Ji" C) -_·r-_-_, c~ E-0 c 1 seve:ra_ yea-crJ Jeit re 1 "'·-- _ __ ,_, __ - __ _ - _) them to HIOV(';. Cam later 

oranddaur-h ter of - ertrude L,,i,:v a_nd niece.:, of Pau1 and Ludwi, Kay 

were rnarri ed. .Foor price~,; a_nd insufficient lives tocl{ doomed thh, venture 

also. 11l1e11 later :rentecl from 'dilliam Finley and .Fred t then moved 

to the ~ata~{ area near Carbondale and are now year round residents of 

"TJ-w Valle,; of the ';un" in Ari7,ona, Anotl10:r famil:r resident off and on 

for several years were the W. D. cotts. He first leased the Staats -

Tucker lands then followed Rarl Squires at Williams }ros. They went to 

the Rifle area for a time then returned to Capitol Creek after purchasin 

the C, C, Wieben place, After sales of theirs they returned to Rifle 

where for several years he and t~s. Scott conducted a dairy and a restau­

rE!nt - he ,?_lrrn served a::; a Countv Commis1:d.oner in a.rfie1d County and is 

now 1ivi nc: in · lenwood ?;prin·,1:1 near a da,W' hter and rrnn, 1Yrs, co tt ha vi 

pofrn(:::d on. He is '::catch by birth a.ncl c3he was lish, His e;irly life 

was in the ti. ~. was in Idaho and Montana where he worked for the Laidlaw 

and lrochie ,:~beep Company. 

Cln Februa.r\ 9, 191;? J'i'arcus and Christine Earcls who had been in thE, ,U:'ea 

north side of F~at Top Mountain to Oscar Schellenher 7 and Alfred Nitz. 

0 chellenLer·-- purchased r·j_ tz interest on Vn.rch 19, 1915. Prr,vio1wJv he 

ar0 Dora Karde were married and aho11t 1924 they sold and boved to Denver 

where Schellenber a 0 ain en~arred in Truck Farmin~ in the Va1verde area 

near the South Platte River. h:::1.d row_n up in this tvpe of farnlinc• 

these and fallin° potato prices and the need for schools above the ~rade 

level for a ~rowin° family prompted this move. 

JJ. 



bovs sou···r1 t other employ rnent. 

.Freel Fa rt 8 nd :~lla Col b?, ni ect: of Ell.a tc1.atr-; r Columbia, rlJert, and 

val.le.If from thr'?n until 19L1J1, with tlw exception of the yeari::; 1911 ,J,nd 

1912 when he served as assessor of Pitkin Cour1ty and they lived i.n Aspen. 

FailinP health caused him to trade his band of sheep to nerbaz Brothers 

of nerbazdale, formerly Watson, for their cattle and to lease the ranches 

and rnovecl to ''ra.ncl ,June tion res icl in< 1 th ere until 196,9 when hri p:=1ss eel on. 

1':Jla Fart, now ninety one, i,:::; presently livin,"' with hPr dau hter 2.nd rwn 

in 1:::i.w, 1:idyce and J•'ens ChristiansE'rn near Aspen, ·::he a.lon7 with :=;usan 

J':rown, ninPty five, in Dc,nver, Clementint::, J\rban0:y, the forrn,c,r ClE:men tine 

Valomi, widow of Alex Arbaney now rinetv three and livin in Carbondale 

and Katie Carroll also g1 and livin~ near ~ilt with her daurrhter ~ildred 

Roberts are the oldest survivin~ former residents of this area. 

Others livin~ for a lon~ period in the Capitol Creek valley were f!rtrude 

Kav and her sons Paul and I~dwi~. Edwin Redmond came as a cowboy and 

bronc ridr=!r to the Fox L in the early 1920s. Later he and ra.r·8.rE'.:,t :NiebE::n, 

cfauc·h ter of the C. C, 'Ni P, bens and sis tr~:r of Cbri s were rMi.rried, 

ranched at various time,o on the Outcalt place, Amos Harmon Pat8nt, Eohan 

•'"iPbeh formerly the home of John ,Turick -:::r. and :fam:1.1y anc1. for a :murnlx,r 

of years Ed. rode for the Capitol Creek cattle permiteE?S on forest Lands 

jn that drainaue area. 

·• L. fl'cYinlf\/ came to the f,.'ic:Cartne,.,r Nes8 .. i ... n. ·'c,h.r"'· r i cl ·1020 · t 1 h · ·t1N·o ,. . fL- , . , " 8 W J. 11. . l S 

sma.11 daucrhters Fr-~1~-n and VE";,t~a.' 'Phey clPa.red and reclaimed the" o'ld 101· 

huiJdirw:3 and finally built a nr,w lo, home wherri the ·irlf:, left mother-

·]. e. ~ .. R ,:::i.· ..• t ~ ... ·i.. v· " .. ' ·• .. ··.·,.1 "' • °'' l ·1 t ·1 J · . ... • ",. ,.;.u .,j a,·,:,, ··rew o )C? youn · .. ad1.e:::;, married and left for 

other home:::;. 



The faffiily of John R. and Celia ~illiams consisted of sons John M. and 

Krs. F, C, Bradshaw, they bein~ the first twins horn in Aspen. Mary had 

onf~ r-rnn ';fi11iam Lounl,ran, now rE!:,1idin - in Denver, Ernrn:1'~:; om::, daun:hter 

Puth,Mr. Bis:c,;E'.::11 of Pueblo, c:010. arid Will William:s a dau,hter ffelen 

O~den now in Oklahoma. Will's first wife filed when Helen was quite small 

and he then married Florence Mellor, second dau 0 hter of the Joe Mellors 

of Aspen. Joe Pellor and his brother John bein~ the founders and proprie­

torr; of t}H"! Foundry thcc;re. Iir1tE'or Harr:v Wi11:Lams and Clara Mellors youni-t=,r 

sister of Florence were married and lived on the Williams Bros. ranch 

until theri passina. 

pronrietor of the ~en~ral store at Snowmass havina acquired this property 

from Jo r1n Henry ,:; tewart. f!ary Lou,-hran and her hu s bc1.nd 1 i ved in Cripple 

Creek for many years. They purchased the Johns. Stewart and Huah 

Stewart lands comina there to live about the end of World Har I. e pas-

sed on while still livin~ on the ranch after which she sold and moved to 

A:c,;pEm when she lived until hE:)r pass in,,. Emma also moved to the old 

'Ni11iamr? homrc! in Aspf,n and lived hc\r rE:':ITIB.inin,00 :?ears there. Fohn, Will, 

·eorue Dudley, a brotl,c,r of A. P. Cuen , and his wife leased the store 

and ran it and the post office for a number of years in the late 1920s 

and earl~ JOs. They were followed by a succession of people in this 

location after they sold the stock of merchandise and moved to Carbondale. 

Th 0, n. V'i. Chi:c:;holm family consis ti nu of D. I!. hh; wife Annie, dau h ter of 

the John . ~tcwarts and their family, sons 0 tuart, rry, and twins 

eG 1 iVf'() 

unstream from Williams Bros, Only Alma ck and Pugh remain locally, 

Katherine Carroll in Salem, Ore,on, i\''Dt,C'o l'iu.crin::; in Vir,·-:in:ia and 
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and thP;i and 

Len n~nidE' near ,~1enwood ':prinrs. li'urther upstream were L. C, huff and 

wife, son Ro er and dau~hter Dorthy. The • C. Lowderhacks were the first 

place on lower Wild Cat. 1'e haH passed away hut mrs. Lowderback and 

son Ed live in Lafayette, Colo. ~nd ~aymond at Woody Creek. 

Cn J,:ast ''.opris in addition to the Li:<,hts and dilliam Pinle;.r otht:!:r Jo:n.o 

time residents were ·.·/illia.rn Daur"l1ert:v and family. Amonu these were' con 

normare and rtau~hter Jane and her husband Spencer Lawrence and their 

family. ~olon Os~ood too was in the unper Sa.st Sopris Creek basin for 

many :years. fJ.1h e Li,·h t farni1:v consisted of Fred Li ·ht and wi:f e J\ia ,·p:i0?, 

Fred ,Tr,, "F'ritz" and ifow:::,.rd. Cnly :1:diU1 and l',iildred are :3ti111ivin,. 

ns . .\i wa:=J }<;illed by linhtninu on the porch of tho famil'! l,ome on the J-jo~i L. 

:?f fie bec;::1.me i'.':rs. Fo bert ~. Y ill e:v, for many years County rrreasurer, 

were married and residerl in Denver where they ran a Pharm2c:v. ~ildred 

became, Wrs. 1'0Wfo Thayer and both she and :,;a i tr1 now live~ in C;:11 iforni a. 

Lr0 0' s v.ridow r·amie li V(:!s on in the old f:rn1j_ly home and ·•a.y th1:d_r son 

on the former William Finley place. 

,John ,J:c. and '/ictor s.re both Ci('8d1 '.l'o 

Vic tor:L:1 ~·Leo Ia in California, fD.:ry F!1 i1lipof:f in Florida. a.nd )i,ar 'aret 

l~ntin~ton in Denver. 
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lived for years in Laramie , Wyo. and now reltt"e in Denver. William and 
-· 7 

Cha.rles· (Roberts ) in ~rand June tion t Roy a.nd Mar/orie (Roberts ) in 

•1 h" t d nl d Chri' sti·ansen and husband Jens Aon the Seattle, '11as in ?" on Rn J a yce 

site of the r'lenda.le Stock Farm west of Aspen. Fred Jr. baby of the family 

passed away in Sal t Lake City in 1953 and is buried in ~rand Junction; where 

he and his wife Wilma (Luster ) resided followin : their marria ,.,..e. 

The C. C, Vlieben family consisted of soms Chris , Walter , and Claud e ; 

dau~hters Mar~are t and Ger trude , twins , and Elsie. All are gone except 

Chris and Els ie Smith. He is still li vin &· with his wife of fifty years 

Anne (Devine ) in theold Neif hborhood and Elsie in California , The family 

of John and Mar y McCabe were Jo seph , Mary , James , John Jr,, Alice , and 

Francis . J oe is livin F on th e 0 eor ge Maur in place on Capitol Creek , 

Mary and Alice married br others John , and I believe , Tom Flynn of the 

Rif le area . Joh n Jr. and wife Nettie (Artaz ) reside near Carbondale 

on the former Swee t Seed Farm where he is in char ge of cattle operations , 

and Francis is a Dentist in Denver and prominent in Marathon racin 2" circles. 

This conclude s the~t4 eYcept for school info. Hope to get this later 

and write further on that phase of the area, 

(Extra notations on sep arate sheet of paper - P . ~ . ) 

William & Alice Nicholson were parents of a lar r er family consistin cr of 

J . H. (Hod), Fay , James , Katie , Clarence, ~e or J e , John , and Clifford , 

Katie married Orville Ei b and they moved form the place where Chris Wieben 

has lived for so many years to West Vir ~inia , his native state. All of 

these people are dead. 

Charles & Minnie Gates too had a lar qe family consistin r of dau ~hters 

Nena , Luella , Mattie , Clarice and Doris and son Jrl. J·r1 & Mattie 



Jenkinson are dec eased : Polena 1'1icholson , widow of "Hod " lives in Aspen , 

Luella Pr octor, formerl~ Goodier in Denver , Clarice Reid in Phippsbur q , 

Colo. and Doris Heuschkel on the Crystal Ri ver near Carbondale , Colo . 

JS. 

Others who resided for a number of years in the area were the Ludfi!i " 

Schinkel and T. C. Carpenter families . In the Schink el family was 

dau " hters Loui sa , c, ~a, and Alma and s on Karl . Louisa married first 

Ludwi q Kay & later Pul Kay . The ot hers l one ago left the area and nothin g 

i s known of th em. T. c. or "Bill " Carpenter had three s ons , Ishmail , 

Kark , and Leonard . Nothin ~ is known of these people exxcept T. C. himself. 

For years he worked for Williams Bros. , l ater r ode in t he s ummers f or t he 

Castle Creek Cattle Pool livin 7 at the Upper Camp below Ashcr oft and 

returnin g to his native Kentu cky in the winters . He became quite wealt hy 

late in his life thru an inheritance from a brother who had mi r.rated to 

Cinncinnati , Ohio and thru a life of fru ~ality and stickin ~ to the j ob 

and livin u in a furni she d room a ccumul ated st ock s which ov er th e years 

0 -rew in value into a very lar ze estate. "Bill " as he was o·enerally kn own 

lived out his last years in Kentucky. 

Albert & Lily Maurin had three sons , r•eor .cz:e , Edward , and Albert Jr . "Pa t ". 

Mrs. IV1aurin is li vin •:r in r:rand June tion as is Edward "Ted " while ('e or e·e 

and his wife re s i a e on the former Sam Wats on proper t y on Capit ol Creek 

a.nd 11 Pa t " has been in California for many years. The ori ~·:inal Maurin 

Family consisted of John Maurin, his wife and s ons Au.o·us t, Henry , Albert, 

Edward , and lfuhn Jr. and dau g-h ters Ber t ha ('a vnon and May Buffin '?'ton. 

Thes e are all deceased - Sy lvia, Mrs . J ohn lf,. and their son Kenneth 

live in Aspen. 




